
 

Re: Announcement of River Valley School’s Next Head of School 

May 31, 2019 

Dear River Valley Community, 

I am delighted to introduce you to River Valley School’s next Head of School, Carolyn 
Breland. Carolyn will be joining us in July 2019, after she completes her ninth year as 
Principal of the Junior School (and sixth year as Deputy Head of School) at St. John’s 
School, a K-12 International Baccalaureate school in Vancouver. Carolyn is originally from 
Calgary and we are excited that her new role at RVS provides a chance to welcome her 
back to her hometown. 

Carolyn is a passionate educator and an accomplished leader whose career spans 26 
years in both leadership and teaching roles. She has had many remarkable achievements 
at St. John’s and Crofton House School (both in Vancouver), and earlier in her career, at 
West Island College. Her accomplishments range from presiding over the junior school at 
St. John’s (which included guiding 250 students and 35 teachers), to leading full school 
initiatives, including the school's internal evaluation for CAIS, while also participating in 
CAIS accreditation efforts nationally, and all while fostering an inclusive community where 
individuals are inspired and supported to achieve their fullest potential in both academics 
and character development. 

Interim Head of School, Cam Hodgson, and I have already spent some time with Carolyn, 
and I have been thoroughly impressed by her professionalism, commitment and 
enthusiasm to join our River Valley family. Carolyn’s appointment follows a rigorous 
recruitment process which began last year with consultations with students, faculty, staff, 
parents, and extensive Board discussions about our needs as a school over the next five to 
ten years. The Board appointed Laverne Smith and Associates as our Executive Search 
consultant to guide this process, and created a Head of School Search Committee chaired 
by RVS Board Member, Jason Cameron. The committee was very impressed with the high 
calibre of applicants from across the globe. The Board wishes to thank Jason, the Search 
Committee, and all members of our community who took the time to share their input into 
this process. 



 

Carolyn will be attending the RVS Annual General Meeting on May 30th so please attend 
and meet her in person. We are working with her on plans to attend the Farewell 
Celebration on June 25th. In the coming weeks and months faculty, staff, students, and 
parents will have the opportunity to make her acquaintance and welcome her back to her 
hometown. 

At the same time that we welcome Carolyn, we would also like to thank Cam Hodgson for 
graciously supporting River Valley through the transition from former Head of School to 
Carolyn’s appointment. His short time here has not been without heavy lifting as we work to 
progress the school’s ambitious Strategic Plan. Cam has been a pleasure to work with and 
the Board is grateful that Cam will continue to assist Carolyn, faculty, staff, students, and 
parents as Carolyn settles in. 

We are very much looking forward to the amazing things that we can accomplish together 
with Carolyn as our new Head of School and I hope that all of you will joining me in 
welcoming Carolyn with the warmth and spirit that is a key part of our RVS community.  

Warm regards, 

 

 
Brett Undershute 
Chair, Board of Directors 

 

 


